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In the small village of Zangla the everyday life of the people
has changed tremendously during the last decades. Situated
within Zangskar, one of the most rural parts of Ladakh in the
north-western Himalayas of India, modern development
arrived late, but since then has taken a fast pace. Still
conducting qualitative research comes with a lot of challenges
in a village being placed in a very remote, scarcely populated,
high altitude, cold region with poor infrastructure, which in
addition is often completely cut off from the rest of the
country due to snowfall. Based upon a field study of 10
months - which was executed following the in-depth
qualitative approach of the Grounded Theory Methodology the colloquium will look into the different phases of gathering qualitative data, starting from finding suitable
methods and strategies up to carrying out the research. It will discuss the preparation for such a long term
endeavor and the expected and unexpected challenges, which occurred over the course of the research. It will
show solutions and point out the need for flexibility, open mindedness and improvisation. It will highlight how
findings from the field can change the hypothesis of the research and how objectives have to be modified
accordingly to match the reality of the situation. Lastly the colloquium will look into some of the ethical
considerations and the issue of normalizing research, both matters even more crucial in communities, in which
an understanding of the very nature of research cannot be expected.
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Neuer Ort: Hauptgebäude, Hörsaal VII (1. OG)
Im Tibet-Colloquium werden aktuelle Forschungs- und Praxisprojekte vorgestellt.
In diesem Austauschforum kommen Wissenschaftler, Studierende und die interessierte Öffentlichkeit miteinander ins Gespräch.
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